
 

 

                                     
Comsewogue School District 

Miller Place Union Free School District 

Port Jefferson School District 

Rocky Point Union Free School District 

Via Fax: (518) 474-1513 (Governor’s Office) and (518) 474-5450 (NYSDOH) 

 

June 10, 2021 

 

Dear Governor Cuomo and New York State Department of Health Officials,  

 

While we appreciate your loosening of outdoor mask requirements, the fact that oversight and control of mask protocols, 

at this point in time, is still the state’s decision is gravely concerning to us, our boards of education and the thousands of 

students and families who comprise our districts. This pandemic has greatly impacted each facet of our society, and in 

our schools the impact has been profound. That is why we are asking you to allow our school districts to work with our 

local county health department and make plans that work for our individual communities.  

 

Our four districts are experiencing the decline of the pandemic in different ways, yet the mandate for schools remains 

one-size-fits-all. This is as irresponsible for public health as it is pedagogically. Our communities need our schools to be 

able to adapt to updated health guidelines that are applicable to our specific areas, yet we as administrators are constrained 

by inflexible regulations that are not reflective of individual community positivity or vaccination rates.  

 

New York State has given our four districts the authority to manage approximately $300,000,000 in funding, educate 

more than 10,000 students and supervise more than 1,900 staff members over the course of this pandemic. If the state has 

trusted us to make all these decisions, why are we not being trusted to make decisions regarding mask protocols in concert 

with our local health officials? We have consistently collaborated with the Suffolk County Health Department to make 

responsible, informed, science-based decisions that keep our children safe--why is this matter not applicable? 

 

You have said that since the CDC has indicated it won’t update its mask guidance for several weeks, the indoor mask 

mandate will remain in effect through the balance of this school year. There are regent exams and other testing going on 

throughout the next two weeks. The high heat and humidity in our region are making it difficult, and unhealthy, for our 

students to be wearing masks in classrooms and other areas of our school buildings that have no air conditioning. The 

data and science tell us our students no longer need to be wearing masks indoors. We need local control so we can do 

what is absolutely essential for our students and communities through the end of this school year, and as important, for 

the 2021-22 school year.  

 

Please provide us with the power to operate our schools in the best interests of our students, with the backing and 
supervision of our local health professionals who are analyzing the neighborhoods where our families live. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Jennifer Quinn    Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 
Comsewogue School District    Miller Place Union Free School District 
Dr. Jennifer Quinn, Superintendent of Schools  Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano, Superintendent of Schools 

 

Ms. Jessica Schmettan    Dr. Scott O’Brien 
Port Jefferson School District    Rocky Point Union Free School District 

Ms. Jessica Schmettan, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Scott O’Brien, Superintendent of Schools  


